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+ April 19467

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTIOR

SUBJECT: NYN Civilian Casualty Figures and Methodology

1. This is an addendum to the 4 April ORR memo os casualities in
Novth Vietasiu:. The other mer:o was written so that it could be passed to
Benator Symingtosa, if you cannot avold giving iz & plecs of pajer, This
mamo is for your backgreund inforr.ation enly.

2. The casually estiz:ates iz the GRR s:emorandws kre & combias-
tics of independently derived CIA estisiates, and DIA estinates refingd 5y
CIA anslysts. The esthuates of the civillan and wilitery casualties resulting
fros: attacks an fixzd targets and the military casualties resuiting frov axrial
recosnaissance are DIA estiv.ates woightsd by CIA to reflect data obiained
{row: | | prisomer of war iaterregations and oth:r intel-
ligence sources. The estirates of civillan camudltins attributable fo ariced
reconnalzsance ars strietly 1A eetizates, since DIA makes ao attesipt to
estiv . ate these casualtics.

3. The major differsaces between CIA and DIA cothciatzss are as
followe:

8} DIA estirustes of casualties resulting from sttacks on
fixed targets are ¢xpressed in a brosd range of minlmaxn and
maxtoum casuaities. * The maxiious: figures assune that the
population in the thrget Arsa was unwarned: the ruininam
figares assmine waradng and full resert to eivil defenmo and
protective roe asurss. ¥a havs found {airly consistestly that
the imitinl attacks on JCB fixed targets have inflicted casualties
that ars four thoes greater than the siiniv.um DIA esticates,
Conseguently, w2 have weighted the DIA estin.stss by a facter

¥ The mawisum flgure vould generally be 10 thnes greater than the sadnioam;
e. g 198 -1,908
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of four for all imitial strikes on JCS fixed targets and sccepted
the DIA estizcates for all targets undergoing restrikes Thus

if & DIA camualty esticoate for an initial strike 18 preosentes as
vanging fro:: 12-123. we would weight the wisiram fgerc by

four snd sstin.ate casualtios as 45.

b} The estiruates of oilitary casusltios resulting from
armed recennsissance are probaily ths most unreliable of all
our casealty csthnates. ¥ ¢ have accepted DIA factors for
sstirsating these casualtion «ith the exception of specific categories --
trucks and watercraft «~ for which the DIA weights ware reduced
to reflect inforc-ation galasd fron. POW reports and COMINT.

&} Civilian casaaities resulting fror: armead reconsaissance
are sstim.sted only by CIA. ¥ 2 develop our estli:ates on &n all-
seurce Hasis. DIA werks sxclusively fron. photography and pilot
reports, aad does not Attsiipt to sstin.ate clvillsa casualtize
resulting frot. arred reconnalssance. Since these capuslting
account for the bulk of casualties, the CIA estimates of total
casualties are sigaificantly higher than thess of DA,

Geerge A. Carver, Jr.
Specinl Assistant for Vietnamess Affnirs
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6 Apr 67
Mr. John Warner

GACarver
Symington Papers

These are the papers we gavs the
Director so he could respond to
Symington's query.

George A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietaamese Affairs

Attachr ents

ORR 4 Apr memo
SAVA 4 Apr nuemo
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